1. Emergency Medicine, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston/ AL/United States of America 2. Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston/MA/United States of America Study/Objective: Describe why humanitarian actors should prioritize the welfare of the community, and decline transfers of critical patients in a refugee camp through a case study. Background: While providing care in a Syrian refugee camp in Greece, referrals were frequently received for transfer of critical patients to our camp given superior infrastructure. One such referral was of a 5 year-old child in end-stage heart failure. Methods: Evaluation of current ethics literature to justify decline of transfer of this patient. Results: The Sort, Assess, Lifesaving Interventions, Treatment/Transport (SALT) system, in disaster settings, is the most ethically accepted rapid assessment triage system. Its ethical foundation is no different during a prolonged humanitarian crisis. Under utilitarianism, critical patients should not be allowed to be transferred given the constraints placed on resources, because they should be used to maximize life years and Quality-Adjusted Life Years (QALYs) saved. One cannot justify the consumption of resources to save a single life for a short period of time, when they could be used to care for many for a prolonged period of time. Egalitarians would support the care of patients that are worse off, yet, the principles of prioritarianism places weight on the ability to provide the greatest benefit. One would argue that such patients should not receive priority of care. Although having the fewest lifetime QALYs, one is unable to provide the greatest benefit. Finally, we are ethically responsible to practice international medicine within the standard of care. Critically-ill patients require advanced specialty care, which would require advanced tools not available. Conclusion: The ethical arguments as to why it is our responsibility, as humanitarian actors, to prioritize the welfare of the entire community in these complicated situations has been outlined. During a humanitarian crisis, our responsibility is to provide the best care possible. This task is frequently difficult and comprised of a magnitude of ethical dilemmas.
